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PORTRAITS OF AMATEURS. 
MISS ROSETTA VACY. 

About five years ago, we first had the pleasure 
of seeing this lady act, and we were struck at the 
time with her remarkable aptitude for the thea- 
trical profession, and more especially for the 
depicture of genteel comedy characters, for which 
ber lively temperament aod dazzling manner 
eminently qualify her. We believe, however, 
that she prefers sowbrettes, and certainly her 
capital personation of Chintz (and chambermaids 
in general) would induce us to agree with her, 
that these are quite her ‘line of business.” But 
the fact is Miss Vacy is versatile; she can play 
Gertrude or Lady Racket equally well, and her 
Mrs Haller quite took us by surprise; her con- 
ception of the woes of the frail but penitent 
Countess Waldburg brought tears in the fairer 
portion of her audience ; her Juliana is also very 
good ; her expression is cheering and open ; her 
mavner remarkably free from affectation ; for 
these reasons we think that comedy is her forte ; 
certainly her voice and features lend themselves 
more readily to the prattle of Thalia, than to the 
measured cadence of the tragic Mure. 

Our readers and their friends (their name is 
legion), who may feel disposed to honor us with 
their presence on our benefit nights, will have 
an opportunity of seeing this pleasing actress in 
the part of Buckstone’s Good-for-nothing Nan, 
which she has kindly promised to personate on 
this occasion ; we wish she had chosen a role 
more suited to her abilities, but nous verrons. 
Mise Vacy is as amiable in private life as she 
appears On the stage ; her eyes sparkle with in- 
telligence, her voice is sympathetic and clear as a 
bell, and she invariably dresses the part she 
assumes with faultless taste. 





ST. JAMES’S THEATRE. 

On Saturday night a new ballet was produced 
entitled ‘* Arda,” with new and elaborate scenery, 
gorgeous dresses, appointments, dc. Arda (the 
beautiful savage), Madile de la Ferté is supported 
by the celebrated Kiralfi Family and a corps de 
ballet of one hundred. The stage was crowded 
with a large number of dancers in very brilliant 
costumes, and a variety of evolutions was satis- 
factorily accomplished. In addition to those 
named, Madlles. Emilie and Fanny Kiralfi and a 
juvenile master Kiralfi showed themselves very 
clever dancers. Madlle. La Ferte did not indeed 
disturb herself to go through many very striking 
or difficult evolutions ; but the audience good- 
naturedly took the will, or rather what they gra- 
tuitously assumed to be the will, for the deed, and 
applauded her as though she had outshone Tag- 
lioni. Madile. La Ferte retired with a heap of 
boquets. The ballet is lively and varied in 
action, and caused amusement both by its many 
attractions and by its occasional mishaps. 


MR KEELEY. 

Keeley is dead! Imhis 75th year he passed 
away to his rest. How well many of us remem- 
ber the droll, quaint comedian, with his irresistible 
humour! He was the husband too of one of the 
cleverest of actresses. It seems hardly possible 
that such a funny man as Keeley can have suc- 
cumbed to the grim spectre—Death! Yet, after 
all, many a weary heart has beaten under Motley; 
and it is said that Keeley, like Liston, was subject 
to great depression of spirits. The frequent de- 
mand on the humorous faculty may be prejudicial 
to the equable flow of a comedian’s blood. 

Yes, Keeley is gone, who was acting when 
Edmund Kean was in his glory, and who often 





We trust she will} trod the boards both with bim and Charles Kean! 


not be persuaded to withdraw her services from | Ag an actor of comedy he was in the second rank; 


the amateur world for some time to come, for 
truly her comely person, her blithe and gleeful 


as a farce-actor he was hardly iuferior to anyone 
in his day, save Liston himself. Keeley was 


features are pleasant to behold, and her sprightly : nothing if not in a fright orina ‘*fix.” His 


acting materially contributes to the success of a 
performance. 


— eee 





Miss Lydia Foote has accepted an engagement 


atthe Globe Theatre, commencing from Easter. 7 


dismay in certain situations was something 
wouderful to bebold. Onecan remember proba- 
bly some occasions when he actually made our 
oles ache with laughter. And he is gone from 
among us. Beta. 
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ROAMING ABOUT LONDON. 

~ Wuen an old fellow—or at all events one some- 

thing declined “ into the vale of years” like Beta 

—is alone in London, he is apt to feel like a cat 
in a house to which it is not accustomed. Roam- 

ing about London is often dreary work, and even 
amusements become wearisome at last. A short 
time since the old correspondent of this Journal 
found himself in the Gaiety Theatre for the first 
time, and the attraction of Wigan in “On the 
Cards ” had sufficed to draw a good audience— 
in fact almost a great one. Wigan is a fine actor 
in his way—a very Wilkie of comedians, delight- 
ing us now and then with a genuine touch of 
pathos. He is of course the best “ Frenchman” 
on the boards, and equal even to Morris Barnett, 
whose Monsieur Jacques was an inimitable per- 
formance. 7 

‘‘ Beta” also went a few days ago to hear the 
grand musicof that giant ofcomposers, Beethoven, 
at the St. James’s Hall, when Joachim, Madame 
Schumann, Miss Wynne, &c., contributed to the 
delight and gratification of a densely crowded 
assemblage. We should all hear music such as 
Beethoven’s, and learn wisdom from it, for it ap- 
peals to the depth of life. 

The following evening the present writer went 
to a still more crowded—an awfully crowded— 
meeting of the admirers of Mr Dickens, who 
acts, not reads, with force and passion. He 
would have been a finer actor perhaps than he is 
an author, probably inferior to none on the boards 
in acertain line. Whether reading should be 
identified with acting is certainly a question of 
aesthetics. 

It never seems to strike mankind in general 
that even when the world in practise and theory 
must have adopted a very cynical view of life we 
can ali of us be delighted with genial and with 
humane sentiments, such as Dickens has fre- 

uently enforced in his works. The cant of our 
} is the abuse of all sentiment. After all, 
sentiment must have some use; and even Sterne’s 
(that prince of sentimentalists) can’t be called 
entirely “‘ got up.” Oddly enough everything is 
got up in the most artificial way—ladies seeming 
to vie with each other in absurd dress. What a 
caricature of female humanity will 1869 afford 
for futurity! May “‘ Beta” before he concludes 
be permitted to add a few words on the subject of 
Mr Martineau’s talent (Mr Martineau, the Uni- 
tarian.) Unitarianism is not a subject to be dis- 
cussed in this publication; but what a keen 
intellect that eminent thinker in question pos- 
sesses! It is evident that he has drunk deeply 
from the source of metaphysical literature from 
Coleridge, Kant, &c. 

By the way,I notice that the Government 
insanely returns to the prosecution of the 
“National Reformer.” Disagreeing in toto with 
the Editor, Mr Bradlaugh, and his materialism, I 
think we ought to enter our protest against all 
such prosecutions. They are calculated to damage 
the cause of religion and liberty. 

Mr Bradlaugh made an able defence, and 

oved that he would have been an excellent 

rister, to which vocation nature had probably 
destined him. 





ROUNDABOUT PAPERS. 
BY THACKERAY JUNIOR. 

I think there isa tendency in middle age to 
see the darkest side of things; andI catch my- 
self now and then shaking my head when I read 
optimist views of life, whether in relation to 
politics or to man. One ought to eorrect this 
mere downward going of the mind. Pooh! I 
am not a Cynic because I see things as they are, 
and I know it is vain to desire to see things as 
they should be. Come, my friends! let us look 
life in the face. 

It isn’t so very horrible, I maintain. Wars, 
and pauperism, and murders, and fires, to say 
nothing of the petty vices that make a little pan- 
demonium of earth, must be of use in the 
economy of the_universe. Bugsand fleas are of use 
I daresay, and enjoy themselves at our expense! 
There must be use also in some of the rather 
profligate amusements of young men, against 
which I protest. 

Betting and drinking are a curse to the dupes 
of the blackleg and the publican, but those sin- 
ners (like the vermin of London beds) ‘must 
live.” That is what they say. A young Marquis 
dies of a broken heart, because he loses all his 
money. A swarm of parasites, of course, have 
had most of that money. Gold must circulate. 

And am I a cynic when I say that it 1s a good 
thing when afew mad noblemen are fleeced ? In 
that wicked, witty book by our modern Byron, 
Dr Kenealy, Mephistophiles sardonically vindi- 
cates providence at the expense of humanity in 
these lines :— 

Yet here is a fellow, a poet, and scholar, 
(Andfit plainly proves he has lost his wits,) 
Getting into a fit of poetical choler 
Because this Lisbon is knocked to bits!” 

Yes, the ruin of a manor a nation is effected 
for the samereason that an earthquake is ordained, 
not for general evil, not for mere example or retri- 
bution, but for general good. As I have mentioned 
Dr Kenealy and his new “ pantomime,” I must 
add a few words on that singular work. It is 
Very coarse, sometimes quite profane and shocking 
—even to me, albeit Iam not squeamish—but it 
may do the straightforward moralists good. 
Occasionally too, there are flashes of something 
better than satire and wicked wit in this ‘* panto- 
mime.” The doctor takes us down into hell, in 
order to be sarcastic at the expense of Dante. 
There is no mistaking the fact that he means to 
sneer at some of the notions of men. The bitter 
things put into the month of the demon Mephis- 
tophiles have been uttered in various ways by 
audacious spirits at various times. But then a 
devil says all this! There is the redeeming 
characteristic of the book. Profane wit may be 
attributed to the father of lies. How is it though 
that the author dwells with such glorious gusto 
on these misanthropic and heterodox passages ? 
Well, well, we must have something of every- 
thing. We must have a Disraeli (to whom by the 
way the writer inseribes the book) as a foil to the 
eloquence of the Prime Minister of Britain. But 
what is ‘the use of those infernal burleeques ? 
what is the use of the idiotic drivel of modern 
pieces than run a hundred nights or so, and serve 
as a vehicle for the introductiou of certain nudities 
with pretty faces? Use! Only that we may 
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become disgusted at the end, and have a real 
Drama. But it never comes—you may say. 

“The good time coming” is a vain prophetic 
belief? It does seem vain in the year 1869. The 
drama is fast asleep ; and the very traditions of 
the stage with regard to artistic acting are fast 
dying out. What then? It is the winter “ of 
our discontent.” Spring 1s inevitable. Music- 
halls are not eternal; actors are to be made; 
dramatists may be forthcoming when least ex- 
pected ; and the public find those lost wits at 
last ! 

My dear Miss Swishtail, when you andI were 
very young, and Mr Macready was meditating 
the_reformation of the stage at Drury Lane, don’t 
you remember how the old fogies—who were 
idolaters of Siddons—used to assert Miss O'Neil 
was the last shadow of tragedy, and as for 
Macready and Miss Faucit they were mere 
abortions ? How we should welcome the ancient 
régime of Drury Lane now—a régime when, 
although Macready was far too absolute, new 
plays were acted, and some of them had merit 
enough to carry them through several years of 
life. There was ““Woman’sWit” now, by Sheridan 
Knowles, a good play—better than the “ Lady of 
Lyons,”—which somehow got “shelved,” to use a 
technical term. How well it was acted! I should 
like to see as good a play as thatonce more with 
real performers in it. 

A young fellow said to me the other day, ‘Ah! 
we have got novels now to amuse us; plenty of 
novels and cheap magazines, and on the whole, 
what with the railways and cheap excursions, 
trips to Paris, exhibitions, pictures and better and 
cheaper music, we ought not to complain about 
such a thing as acting.” 

That is his philosophy, my beloved Miss Swish- 
tail, not mine. The drama is of consequence, 
even to the morals of a nation. Suppose we have 
better novels now than when Mr James was in the 
zenith of his popularity, and wheo Ainsworth 
was doing his best to make our juvenile popula- 
tion housebreakers, like Jack Sheppard, in emu- 
lation with the ‘* Robbers” (an atrocious melo- 
drama.) 

I sigh—every middle-aged man like me sighs— 
for dramaticgenius. We shall have something new 
one day (“nothing is so wonderful as to-morrow,”) 
something superior to Bunn’s management, Van 
Auburgh and the lions, Mise Menken—who 
wrote real poetry, as I find to my astonishment, 
—and to all thenonsense, the trash, and the 
absurdity which have disgusted lovers of the 
drama for nearly a quarter of a century. What 
an optimist I must be to conceive such a golden 
era as I intimate as a possibility! “Then is 
doomsday near.” But even in the days of 
our greatest dramatist there was “ inexplicable 
dumb show and noise” to “ split the ears of the 
groundlings”—agaiust which Hamlet entered his 
protest. It is all in the economy of nature ; and 
as Browning says “‘ After Last returns the First.’’ 


————-—__—»>—___-—. 


Miss Annie Collinson, whose impersonation of 
William, in the burlesque of ‘ Black-Eyed 
Susan,” at the Royalty Theatre, seemed to pro- 
mise excellence in a versatile range of acting, 
died on Monday morning. 





THE LORD CHAMBERLAIN AND THE 
THEATRES, 

MrG. J. Vining has addressed a letter to the 
Lord Chamberlain with reference to his recent 
charge to the managers of theatres. Mr Vining 
says :— I fear that the statement that some keep 
away from the theatres in consequence of improper 
dressing will have but little weight with the mana- 
gers who deal in this species of attraction, for 
where one person is kept away, it may be fairly 
doubted whether a hundred be not drawn to the 
place. At the same time I cannot but view it un- 
just and unfair that they should be called upon to 
stop what they believe to be attractive, and throw 
the attraction to music halls and the Alhambra. 
It must be patent to any reasonable person that 
the above places, as well as many other entertain- 
ments, ure to all intents and purposes theatrical, 
and as such I think they ought to be under your 
lordship’s jurisdiction, orat least that there should 
be a censor for them as well as for the theatres. 
Let there be a censor for every one or a censor for 
nobody. Public decency ought to be compulsory 
in every public exhibition. I am aware that to 
draw the line is difficult, but I am of opinion there 
should be a censor to every entertainment in Lon- 
don of every description, from the highest art to 
the lowest buffoonery and acrobatic exertions. 
The various entertainments might be classified 
and various licences granted, but tableaux vivants 
and judge and jury societies ought not to be left 
to the mere superintendence of the police. At the 
same time, to prevent capricious or arbitrary con- 
trol, I would suggest that there should bean ap- 
peal to another tribunal. I am also of opinion 
that this matter should not be taken in hand by 
the managers of theatres themselves, against 
whom, if they endeavour to take any steps, @ cry 
is immediately raised of cupidity and desire for 
monopoly. But your lordship has ever espoused 
the cause of theatricals, and, I am sure, every 
manager in London feels indebted for your 
courtesy, kindness, and attention ; and I venture 
to express a hope that you will cause this 
matter to be brought forward in the proper quar- 
ter.” 


————_>—— 

Mavis pe Mursxa.—One lively journal in- 
forms us “qu'elle ne manque pas de chien”—the 
groundwork of this slang joke being that Mdlle 
de Murska possesses a dog. Fancy this admir- 
able artist singing for two seasons in London 
without the public being once informed that she 
had a dog, that the dog is of the Newfoundland 
breed, that the animal’s name is Pluto, that he 
attends rehearsals, that he gazes upon his mistress 
“ with ravishment,” and that he “ makes intelli- 
gent movements of the head iu oe of her 
points d’orgue, her fioriture, and her chromatic 
scales”! Moreover, ‘‘ when he wishes to ex- 
press his admiration in a very marked manner, he 
also sings, and in a highly musical and caressing 
fashion, so that Madlle de Murska feels for Pluto 
the most lively tenderness.” Happy beast ! 

Mr E. T. Smith’s benefit is announced to take 
place at the Lyceum on Thursday and Friday 
next. Mr Smith has so many claims upon the 
public that no doubt can be entertained as to the 
result of his appeal. A most attractive pro- 
gramme is put forth. 
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[nay UL St. John-street, Smithfield. made her debit in the character of Cydaria [Bo that it 
eat Dall eee’ se (‘Indian Emperor,” tragi-comedy by Jobn [@ramatic | 
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urbe as recovered his lost MS. with her amours, and in turn she was Hart’s ike al 
Messrs Lowell and Simmonds, dramatic agents, | Sackville’s, Buckburst’s, and the King’s. Her irating, ; 
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with the view of making arrangements with our | that she was excellent in comedy it concerns no ting in 
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tion of new plays in England and America. All who have read history are familiar with lolieres, 
Dr Westland Marston’s new play, in which | the shades of Nell’s character and progress, letchers. 
Miss Neilson will —_ at the Lyceum, will be | until, at the age of 38, in NovemberJ1687--aftera badys, 
produced next month. life of excess in everything that was reckless hould hi 
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nd immoral—notwithstanding there was, in 
ome sort, a silver lining to her character—she 
osed her mortal career! Charitable was Nell 
wafshe would be! Unjust was she for the most 
part. With Pepys let it be said one is “ sorry” 
or her. Perhaps her times were as much to 
blame as She was. But nevertheless the repu- 

tion of the stage was not enhanced for morality 
nor Thalia modestly honoured. 

Nell had no genius of the kind that belonged 

o Betterton, but she possessed nevertheless, a 
yreat deal of natural talent and ability in a good 
many parts. Her laugh was so genuine that it 
ver convulsed the house with the like infection 
nd this kind of thing was of the same earnest 

ort as was her mad revelry, her vulgarity, and 
otal lack of propriety. But—‘‘the King was 

o blame!” 

Aconsiderable portion of Nell’s reputation 

a8, perhaps, gained by the admirable manner 
in which she delivered prologues and epilogues, 
wo items which are not now considered neces- 

ary to a dramatic composition. 

Nell had several competitors, and they had a 
lecided advantage over her in tragedy : for Nell 
ould not plant her foot upon the board with 
he dagger and poisoned cup with the same suc- 
peas as She could when “ jaughter was shaking 
her sides.” 4Among them were Mrs Saunder- 
op, Mrs Davenport, and Mrs Davies. The latter 
ady was too successful an imitator of Nell 

wynne in her vices and not quite so successful 
in the matter of her abilities. So much credit 

lid not attach to the stage from this lady's 

sssion to it. But his gracious majesty Charles 
he Second was a powerful abettor in thig— 
gain “ the King was to blame !” 

And so indeed were many others who drew 
he coil round poor Melpomene and Thalia and 
made villanous, ungracious tug to strangle her! 
But the time has not entirely come, notwith- 
tanding vile actors, trashy authors, mongrel 
nd vile accessories on the other side of the 
urtain. Sir C, Scroope, in his Prologue to Ethe- 
idge’s comedy of the ‘Man vf Mode; or, Sir 
opling Flutter,” avows that even in that era 

ature well drawn, and wit, must now give place 
To gaudy nonsense and dull grimace : 

Nor is it strange that you should like so much 

That kind of wit, for most of yours is such. 

But I’m afraid that while to France we go, 

= ae home —_ a a show, 
6 8 6 you ut more foppis. . 

Of Foreign oann why should we fetch aoten F 



































When we can be so richly served at home ? 

For Heav’n be thank’d, ’tis not so wise an Age, 

But your own Follies may supply the Stage. 

po that it is a fact that “ foreign wares,” even in 
tamatic lore, are not absolutely new fangled— 
hat strange impertinences have been perpe- 
rated and worse (ye sprites of the town!) 
odured in this merry Eogland, time out of 
umber and joint. 

Like alternate warring and play-writing, and 
irating, and all that sort of thing, England and 
tance went scraping, hand-shaking, and com- 
eting in the way of Stage, Drama, and State, 
hese many years, and amidst it there have been 
lolieres, Racines, Talmas, Shakspeares, Jonsons, 
letchers, Bettertons, Garricks, Keans, and Mac- 
dys. The gods be praised! Alack there 
hould have been excrescence ! 



































TOTAL DESTRUCTION OF THE HULL 
THEATRE BY FIRE. 

On Saturday last news reached the Metrepo- 
lis of this theatre being totally destroyed. ‘The 
flames made rapid and irresistible progress, and 
within a few minutes from the time that the fire 
was first observed the entire of the noble 
building was wrapped in flames. Of course, as 
yet, the cause of the fire, if known, has not 
been explained; but from what we have gathered 
there seems no reason to suppose that it is attri- 
butable to anything but accidental causes. The 
audience very fortunately, together with the 
company and assistants, had all left the building 
before the conflagration broke out, and in this 
respect there is cause for thankfulness. On Fri- 
day evening Mr Lewis Nantun, who has been ill 
for some weeks, had a benefit, and the theatre 
was tolerably crowded. The pantomime, 
** Robinson Crusoe, was played last, and the 
audience was out of the building by about half- 
pasteleven. The check-takers and gas-men 
were last on the premises, and we are informed 
that they had just got outside when some one 
raised the alarm. It is impossible to give even 
an approximate estimate of the damage. Very 
little property was saved from the flames, and 
when the costly production, such as the grand 
pantomime, which bas been performed since 
Christmas, is taken into consideration, it will be 
seen that the disaster has involved the destruc- 
tion of a vast quantity of property. The stage 
effects, the scenery, and the dresses were on a 
costly and elaborate scale, and very little of the 
pantomimic and other paraphernalia were res- 
cued. We regret toadd that the band,so we 
are informed, will bave suffered very consider- 
ably. It is said that their instruments were 
destroyed by the fire. 


The drama which Mr Wilkie Collins and Mr 
Fechter are preparing for the Adelphi is on the 
subject of the former gentleman’s book, ‘‘ The 
Moonstone.” 

Mrs Stirling has been playing at the Prince of 
Wales’s Theatre, Liverpool, before large audi- 
ences, as Peg Woffington, in “‘ Masks and Faces,” 
probably the best of the many admirably artistic 
impersonations with which she has presented us. 
We see that Mrs Stirling will read, on the 24th 
inst., at Brighton, Shakepere’s ‘ Midsummer 
Night’s Dream,” to the accompaniment of 
Mendelssohn’s music. _We trust Mrs Stirling 
will some day let us have this entertainment in 
London. 

_The Duchess of Cambridge and suite visited 
the Adelphi Theatre on Monday the 1st of Feb. 

Mr Telbin is painting scenes at Her Majesty's 
Theatre, in preparation for the coming season. 

Mr Sims Reeves will shortly commence 
dramatic tour, and is already engaged by Mr G. 
D. Francis to appear at the Theatre Royal, Glas- 
gow. He will also perform in Edinburgh. 
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LYCEUM. 

A new, pleasant, and bustling farce has 
just been produced here, entitled, “‘ The Man 
in Green.”’ There are a number of female 
characters in it; the principal one is acted by 
a Mrs Montague, who has been expressly 
engaged for the character, and admirably well 
does this clever actress render the part 
amusing. She isa great acquisition to the 
company, and the farce goes off with great 
spirit, The pantomime is full of fun and 
novelty, and goes off with unflagging spirit. 
We observe the lessee takes his benefit on 
Thursday and Friday, when an excellent pro- 
gramme is provided, and we trust Mr E. T. 
Smith will be amply patronised, as he deserves, 
for his immense outlay incatering soabundantly 
as he does both for novelty and every other 
effort being used to gain public patronage. 








THE WILTON DRAMATIC CLUB. 

The members of this club gave their fifth 
performance on Friday morning, the 4th, 
when ‘‘Hamlet,” and ‘The Field of the 
Cloth of Gold” were presented. The man- 
ner in which the tragedy was acted reflects 
the highest credit upon the Club, the stage 
arrangements, &c., being admirably carried 
out. Mr Frank Caffrey assumed the sable 
hue, and the “suits of woe,” of the Dane 
with an amount of ability which was highly 
praiseworthy. The success of this clever 
young gentleman, in the most difficult 
Shakspearian rdle that he could be called 
to fill, has placed him in the first ranks of 
amateur histrionics. In his personation of 
of the noble Dane, let it be said, that Mr F. 
Caffrey was so free from conventionality as 
he could well be. Ifhis reading was, in 
some instances, too rapid, it was, on the 
whole, judicious, profound, and absolute ; 
with an excellent voice, a cultivated taste, 
and unbounded iudustry, it, of course, would 
be conceived that this clever young gentle- 
man could have personated this masterpiece 
of the immortal Bard with average success 
—but Mr F. Caffrey did more—he reached 
a triumph so complete that in the future his 
name must ever be associated with amateur 
histrionic records as one of the best things 
on the scroll of fame. 

‘Whether for conception, embodiment, culti- 
vated taste, manly bearing, or elocutionary 
power, this young gentleman was alike 
excellent, and so we leave it as a comparison 
to rank only with Messrs Wm. A. Stanley 
and 8. Hamilton, and there are a triumvirate 
fit for the gods and aye! In the absence of 


Mr Dalmas, Mr John Caffrey took up the role 
of ‘Claudius at a moment’s notice, and it may 
be honestly said that, in this gentleman’s 
hands, there has rarely, on the amateur stage, 
been a better—seldom an equal—personator of 
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the vile King. We may note that the soli loqi 
which was delivered by this gentleman, in {j 
third act, was admirable, and much applaud 
Mr H. Lorrimer gave proper dignity and empl 
sis to the Ghost, and acquitted himself, in 
respects, whether for elocution or bearing, 

much care and ability. Similar praise is due 
Mr T. Norman, who distinguished himself 
doubling the parts of Laertes and the Fis 
Player in a way that deserves high comment 
tion. His Laertes was “ excellent in faith,” 
pathos and nervously delivered; whilst bj 























































delivery of the Player’s speech is anachievemegm, C. With 
which ranks second to none among amateg@migh-st., Is! 
aspirants. We cannot award “ full-han ong 


thunders”? to Mr Marchant’s Horatio; it 
careful, fairly studied, and not absolutely ineff 
tive, but neither histrionic nor energetic. 1 


. Hicks. 
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Polonius of Mr J. Cantor was the best thing a 4 yt 
have ever seen this gentleman do; _ but it lacksiiew members 
some of the main essentials, and Mr Cantor wigghomas Gray 
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take it in good part if we say that in elocuti 
and conception he,has yet further experience 
gain. MrC. Price’s Osric was passable, but a 
sufficiently airy ; Messrs Yates and Davenpor 
were barely respectable as Rosencrantz 


Guildenstern ; Mr T. Anderson was quite eq Kingsla 
to the Second Player, Mr Luff discharged hi ponte, 
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self ably in the small parts of Marcellus 
Bernardo, whilst Messrs §A. Leech and A, 
were clever representatives of the two Gray 
diggers. The first-named gentleman was suf 
ing from a severe cold, which rendered his 
a difficult one. Miss Victor was an admiral 
representative of Gertrude, and acted with go 
energy and judgment. We must also congrat 
late Miss Ada ‘thomas for her very able rende 
ing of Ophelia, which part this lady person 
in achaste and pathetic manner. A word 
praise is also due to Miss A. Graham for a 
ful embodiment of the Actress. 

The burlesque of ‘ The Field of the Cloth 
Gold” concluded the entertainment, but fro 
want of properrehearsals, did not go so smooth 
as it should have done. Mr G. Esmond, 
Heory, aud Mr A. G. King, as James, were ¢ 
admirable, comic,and exhilarating. The ladie 
Miss M. Jackson (Darnley), Miss Leigh (Lai 
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Constance), Miss A. Jackson (Anne Boleyy pr 
and Miss Graham (Rose de la Foix) were umm’ Senefici 
successful, Mr C, A. White’s Sir Guy was 

clever piece of burlesque acting; whilet Mes®§ not go RB; 
Long, Seymour, James, Thompson, Beech, bu out, J 
Thirland, did their best as Suffolk, Boissy §,,. going | 
Veau, Slascher, Cruscher, and Schamscher. Mihi 1 woul 
H. Englis also assisted in thezgeneral weal 48% Profound 
Queen Katherine with his best efforts. Baiood of Tr, 
more attention to rehearsals would have be@Byit by th 


well, and increased correctness. 





a 
The last nights of “* Mother Goose” at A Sita 
Alexandra are announced. gement as 
Miss Glyn has been giving a highly-succesalt aun 
reading of “The Merchant of Venice” STURC 
Edinburgh. Trade’ 
The last morning performance of the panlggphn Bright, 
mime of “ Robinson Crusoe” is anuounced an 


Saturday next at Covent Garden. 
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REGISTERED AMATEUR CLUBS. 


CKINGHAM Comedy Company meet every Tues- 
i. and hed rentugy at the Club-room, 27, 
‘useum-street, Oxford-street. President, Mr A. W. 
onaldson ; Acting and Stage Manager, Mr W. S. B. 
itsham; Hon. Sec. Mr F. Harcourt Sawyer, to whom 
] applications are to be made. 


MPIRE DRAMATIC CLUB.—Every Wednesday 
evening, at 8,30., at the Plough Tavern, Museum 
ret, Bloomsbury. Stage Manager, MrT. E. Norman; 
ting Manager, Mr Geo. Beaumont. A few members 
quired. 
SSEX Dramatic Club, (estab. 1860,) director Mr F. 
C. Withers. Tuesday evening at the York Hotel, 
igh-st., Islington. Secretary, Mr F. T. Cooke, 
ddress to B. W. 11, Charles Place, Hertford-road 
ingsland. Treasurer, Mr A, Santon. Manager, Mr 
. Hicks. 


ITZROY Dramatic Club meets every Monday even- 
ing at the Club-room, 1, Fitzroy-street, Fitzroy- 
mare. All applications respecting the admission of 
pwmembers to be addressed to the Secretary, Mr 
homas Gray. 
7EMBLE Dramatic Company.—All applications res- 
pecting Performances to be addressed to Mr Win. A. 
anley, Manager,260, Essex-road, (8, Annett’s-crescent,) 
slington, N. Wednesday evening. 


RION Dramatic Club.— W. Seear, Treasurer, 372, 
Kingsland-road; F. Carr, Acting Manager ; Bolton 
edlicott, Stage Manager. Applications,|with references, 
be made to F. Small, jun., Secretary, $6, Albert-road, 
ston, 


HAKSPEARIAN Dramatic Club? meets on Friday 
Mevening, at the White Hart, Windmill-street, Totten- 
m Court-road, at 8°30 0’clock. Stage Manager, Mr T. 
. Norman; Sec. Mr Sam Thomas. 





Hottoway’s Pitus. Potent Purifiers. In ad- 
tion to the smoky atmospheres and noxious 
Huvia doomed to be breathed by all residents in 
wns, there are hundreds of other causes which 
prsistently contribute to render the blood impure, 
nd through that channel to produce man’s be- 
tting maladies. These Pills address themselves 
first to expel all taints from the vital fluid, and 
the second place to restore regularity and 
rmony throughout the organs of assimilation 
retion andexcretion. Holloway’s Pills improve 
e digestive capability of the stomach, and 
adually give it strength enough fairly to ap- 
opriate any ordinary food, when wholesome in 
lity and moderate in quantity. These Pills 
t beneficially on the stomach and on the bowels. 
—o—— 
Not so Bad as that.— Huntsman : “ Glad to see 
pu out, Master George. They told me you 
re going to get married, and sell your horses ; 
ut I wouldn’t believe it of you !” 
Profound.—Persons lodging in the neighbour- 
od of Trafalgar Square have been disturbed at 
ght by the base of Nelson’s pillar. 





TO MANAGERS, &c. 
8 Check or Money Taker, Box Keeper, or in any 
i similar capacity. A young man wishes for an en- 
gement as above. References, &c. Address, H. J., 
Harrison-street, Gray’s Inn-road. 





rSTURGEON’S POLITICAL LETTERS to the 
Trade Unionists, to the Industrial Classee, and to 
bhn Bright, Esq., M.P. One Penny each. Heywood 
d Co., 385, Strand, of whom may also be had “ Border 
ys for the newly Enfranchised,” parts 1 and 2, and 
ous other Electioneering Songs. 








andthe ROYAL HIGHBURY BARN GAR- 
NS.—Sole Proprietor, Mr E: GIOVANNELI.— 

Last 5} Nights of Mother Goose, with its marvel- 
lous transformation scene. All the principal artists 
appear in the harlequinade and opening.—Shouts of 
— tt Mr Edward Giovannelli’s wonderful ‘“‘cure’> 
trick. 

Ash Wednesday no Performance. 

During the week the _ grand pantomime, 
the original source of all pantomimes, produced in great 
Grimaldi’s days, and written} by J. Aylmer, Esq., en- 
titled, MOTHER GOOSE; or, Harlequin and the Fairy 
of the Golden Egg, with most gorgeous scenery by W, 
Fenhoulet and Butts. oose, Mr J. Mordaunt. 
Time, Miss Reynolds. Fairy Queen, Miss Musgrave. 
Colin (afterwards Harlequin a la is Clown), Miss Louise 


Roeat ALEXANDRA THEATRE, Islington, 
D 


Mother 


Collier. Squire Bugle (afterwards Clown), Mr Giovan- 
nelli; Araro (afterwards Pantaloon), Mr C, Steyne ; 
Colinette (afterwards Columbine a la Watteau), Miss 
Eliza Hamilton; Skinnymalink, Mr E. Campbell; 
Bumble Bee, Mr Wareham. The grand transformation 
scene, the World of Jewels in the Island of Eutopia, 
Painted by W. Fenhoulet. Invented by H. Ellis. 
New overture and music by B. Isaacson. The whole pro- 
duced by Mr E. Giovannelli and John Mordaunt. 

Admission ls., including dancing in tne ball-room 
Open every Sunday for promenade. Admission by 
Refreshment Ticket, 6d. Stage-manager, Mr J. Mor- 
daunt ; acting-manager, Mr Hazlewood, jun. 

Important announcement: A Grand Valentine Bal 
d’ Opera on the same scale of magnificence as the Carni- 
val in Paris, will take place on Monday, February 15. 
Open till 3.’ Double band under the direction of B. 
Isaacson. Gentleman’s ticket, 3s 6d; lady’s ticket, 2s 64° 
Supper at 12, 3s each. In the course offthe evening “The 
Sather Dance.” (with the electric light) by the whole of 
the characters invented by Mr Giovannelli. Doors open 
at eight, commence at half-past. 





Rejoice, ye Children of the Thespian Ant. 
AMUEL MAY, Theatrical Tailor, 35, Bow- 
street, Covent Garden, will be glad to treat with 

Ladies and Gentlemen engaged in amateur perform- 
ances for the sale or hire of Stage Costume. A 
large assortment of every necessary for the same, 
Wardrobes made to order. Persons about to follow 
the profession will do well to give Mr. May an order 
for an outfit; costume, elegance, economy, and punce 
tuality all studied. 
Mind tbe address, Samuel May, 35, Bow-street. 


ADAME TUSSAUD’S EXHIBITION. — 
4 Portrait models of MARSHAL SERRANO and 
GENERAL PRIM are now added, 
Admission, 1s.; children under ten, 6d:; extra 
rooms, 6d.—Open in the morning from eleven a.m. till 
seven p.m. 


APR. Wm. A. STANLEY will be happy to hear from 
Ladies and Gentlemen who may + desirous of 
taking parts in a variety of pieces to be shortly produced 
at a first-class London theatre. The following excellent 
parts are vacant :—Ophelia, Gertrude, Ghost, Claudius 
( Hamlet”), Cassio (‘Othello’’), Malcolm, Rosse, 
Duncan (“ Macbeth”), Juliet, Friar Lawrence, Paris 
(Romeo and Juliet”), Jacques, Rosalind, Phebe, 
Adam, Duke (“As you like it”), Hero, Leonato, 
Claudia (‘‘Much ado about nothing”), Lady Helen, 
Barbara, Adam, Rambold (“Iron Chest’’), Pauline, 
Damas, Glavis (‘Lady of Lyons’’), Baradas, Louis 
‘‘ Richelieu”), Maria, Sir Oliver, Crabtree, Joseph 
urface, ae Moses (‘School for ay Adam 
Brock, Muddlewerk, Gustavus (‘Charles XI1’’), also 
several minor rs in the above, and in 
“Katherine and Petruchio,” ‘Corsican Brothers,’ 
“Lady Audley’s Secret,” ‘Paris and Back,” “ Per- 
foction,’’ - a of a Lover,” “ ene “ Tilustrious 
Stranger,’’ “* Waterman,’’ ‘‘Spectre Bridegroom,” “ Deli- 
cate Ground,” “ Retained for the Defence.’’ 

Apply immediately to Mr Wm. A. Stanley, 8, Annett’s- 
crescent, Essex- , Islington, by letter, or personally, 
on 10th, 12th, 14th, and 16th inst., after 7 p.m, Terms 
very reasonable, 
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EDITOR’S BENEFIT. 
THEATRE ROYAL, SADLER’S WELLS. 


Amateur Ladies and Gentlemen are earnestly requested to ceme to the Editor's Benefit even at some}incon 
nience to themselves, in order to do him service, as well as make this an occasion of the free interchange 
friendship between the Members of the various Societies and Clubs. 


MONDAY, FEBRUARY 15th, 1869, 
AT 7 P.M. PRECISELY. 


Tickets to be obtained of all the Secretaries to Dramatic Clubs, or at the COMMITTEE ROOM, CLOTH. 
WORKERS’ ARMS, ARLINGTON SQUARE, NEW NORTH ROAD, at all times, up to date of perfor. 
mance. The Committee wish it to be distinctly understood that every shilling that goes into the house will be 
direct bonefit to their old friend. By order, 










W. Barrett, Hon. See. 


NATIONAL ASSEMBLY ROOMS, 
218, HIGH HOLBORN, 


AVING been extirely RE-DECORATED, ‘in an — and costly st\le, worthy in every way of the 
extensive and long-established popularity, are now OPENED for CONCERT and DANCING every eveniy 


in the week. 
THE GRAND BAND, 
UndeF the direction of Mr W. M. Packer, will Perform, nightly, a Novel and Brilfiant Programme of 
Classical, Operatic, and Dance Music, selected from works of the most renowned English and 
Continental Composers. 
N.B.—The Wines and Refreshments are of the Choicest Quality. 
Admission throughout the entire building—Reading, Refreshment, Smoking Saloons, &c. One Shilling, 
Doors open at Half-past Eight; Close at Twelve o'clock. 








H. TOMKINS, OF THE “JOHN BULL” TAVERN, BREWER STREET, begs to inform th 
» Visitorsof SADLER’S WELLS THEATRE that he hus opened the whole of the 
NEW REFRESHMENT ROOMS 


at the above ‘Theatre, for the sale of all kinds of Refreshments of a very superior quality, at the following scale ¢ 
rices .— 
GUINNESS'’S STOUT, on Draught, 2d. per GLAgs. YOUNGER’S BITTER ALE, 2d. per GLASS 
GUINNESS’S STOUT, in PINT BOTTLES, 6d. BASS’S PALE ALE, 6d. 
PORT, SHERRY, and other WINES, 4d. and 6d. per GLASS. 
BRANDY, WHISKY, or RUM, 4d. per GLASS. OLD TOM, 3d. per GLASS, 
Soda, Seltzer, Lemonade, and Ginger-beer, 3d. 4d. & 6d. 
CORDIALS 


of every description kept at the Saloon Bar, and can be had at all parts of the house, 
All kinds of BISCUITS and PASTRY fresh from DREW’S every morning at usual prices. 
CIGARS of the best quality, from 2d. upwards. 
gay A new and CONVENIENT ones ie Seenerns le ROOM has been added for Ladies in 
the ircle. 























OPERA PERFORMANCES, PRIVATE THEATRICALS, CHARADES, &c. 


in” Nobility, Amateurs, aud the Profession are informed that Harrison’s New Grand Portable Theatre, th 
largest and best in London, with the beautiful scenery painted by the first scenic artists, for the Royil 
Dramatic College Fete at the Crystal Palace, can be engated for any performances. It has been fitted up fu 
Charles Keane, Esq.’s Dramatic Performances at St. George’s Hall, Bradford; for the Whittington Club , Musi: 
Hall, Store Street ; Myddelton Hall; City of London College; and at the mansions of most of the Nobility. 
wae with Scenery, Gas Fittings, &c., of all sizes for Private Rooms and Public Halls, can 
obtained a 
HARRISON’S THEATRICAL WAREHOUSE, 
Nos. 25 and 31, Bow Street, Covent Garden, London. Costumes supplied in Towa and Country. 





LOCUTION—Mr J. C. COWPER, Theatres Royal 
PAMPHILION HOTE L, Drury Lane, Lyceum, Princess's, Holborn, &c, 
27, BRIDGES STREET, STRAND, and for many years leading man at the Theatres loyal 


Li 1, Dublin, Manchester, -» Pupil of the late 
SOLE PROPRIETOR, GEORGE BRETT. |My fendonoff and Mr Samael Butler Mthe. coset 


ae Sa ee an anseciote and pupil of the Rey. oo 
oyle, Professor of elocution on (brother-in-law 
DINNERS A LA CARTE. successor of the celebrated John Thelwall, London) 


HOT JOINTS from 12 till 8. SUPPERS from 8 till 12 a Ladies = oe aes 4 for the stage, and 
rings them out when y, on his provincial en; 


7 . . . ments. For testimonials, terms, &c., 27, VICTORIA 
SOUPS, FISH, a CUTLETS, ANU |Roap, Kensington. W. ae; 


E, &e, 








Published every Wednesday Morning, at Twelve o'clock 

WINES OF THE FINEST QUALITY. iy Viekits, TA) Strand, for the” Proguteter, de. © 
HOT AND COLD LUNCHEONS. aera 

‘ ‘ ‘ To be had, by order, in any of the Provincial Towns. 

BASS’s Ales, REID'S Celebrated Stout, and Fine | au communications for the Editor to be forwarded to tht 
Ales on draught. Printer, 835, Strand, W,0., (opresite Yomerset House 
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